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NATURE AND FEATURES OF MORAL CONSCIOUSNESS AS A
PSYCHOLOGICAL, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL FORMATION

Introduction. The article deals with the issues of morality and moral consciousness, which appear to be
of great importance in the period of global political, economic and social changes. The authors identify key
features in the study of the phenomena, which help to characterize the concept and categories related to it.
Moral relationships, moral ideals, moral qualities have been analyzed.

Purpose. The purpose of the research is to explore the nature and features of moral consciousness as a
psychological, social and cultural formation and look into its components.

Methods. Qualitative methods have been used for data collection as basic methods. To interpret notions
related to moral consciousness thematic and content analysis have been applied. We have chosen secondary
methods to synthesize the existing theoretical views on the investigated issue. To get an in-depth understanding
of the phenomenon and interpret general characteristics of moral consciousness components descriptive
methods have been selected.

Originality. Having conducted content and thematic analysis of foreign and domestic research papers,
the authors found out that it is expedient to exvlore the issue at the intersection of three planes. They are
psvchological, social and cultural. These planes have a strong impact on the interpretation of the concept, its
nature and features. Another significant factor that explains the topicality of the problem is the
transformations in values caused by the global changes in all the fields of human activities. Material world
proves to have a total dependence on social, cultural and psychological factors. Moreover, moral awareness
guides an individual in his/her professional activities. It helps to maintain social order and is the foundation
for corporate culture. The research sets the grounds for the deeper study of moral principles, moral motives,
moral norms and moral responsibility existing in the modern society.

Conclusion. The authors conclude that moral consciousness is a multi-faceted formation reflected in
psychological, social and cultural planes. It is an integral part of an individual’s development. It is briefly
defined as the individual’s awareness of morality. It has its tiers, features, structure and peculiarities. The
structure falls into the categories of cognitive, value, emotional and behavioral aspects of an individual.

Further research can be carries out in terms of practical assessment of the impact of various factors on
the development of the individual’s moral consciousness.

Keywords: moral consciousness, morality; psychological, social, cultural formation, personality; moral
values.

Research problem formulation. Current
trends of developing professional competence
enhance the requirements to the level of social
and psychological well-being of the future
specialists of all areas of human activities. The
topicality of the problem is explained by several
reasons. Constant changes in the political,
economic and social life in Ukraine lead to
transformations in values. It often results in
frustration and even the deformation of ethical
and worldview ideas. Material world proves to
have a total dependence on social, cultural and
psychological  factors. Moreover, moral

awareness guides an individual in his/her
professional activities. It helps to maintain
social order and is the foundation for corporate
culture.

Analysis of the latest research and
publications. The phenomenon of social
consciousness has been in the focus of attention
of foreign and domestic researchers since they
started investigating the development of an
individual and the society. Philosophers,
sociologists, psychologists, lawyers, political
scientists, methodologists have addressed both
general principles and developmental questions.
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Moral and ethical consciousness have been
investigated by K. Albukhanova-Slavska, S.
Anisimov, L. Bozhovych, A. Brushlinsky, B.
Lomov, etc. New approaches to the issue with
rich history have been revealed in the latest
publications. P.S.  Churchland considers
morality in the plane of neuroscience [2], S.
Polonski deals with the influence of artificial
intelligence on moral consciousness [7]. M.
Tomasello, A. Vaish [9], N. Ellemers [3] focus
on morality in human cooperation and social
identity.

The purpose of the research. The
purpose of the research is to explore the nature
and features of moral consciousness as a
psychological, social and cultural formation and
look into its components.

Research methods. Qualitative methods
have been used for data collection as basic
methods. To interpret notions related to moral
consciousness thematic and content analysis
have been applied. We have chosen secondary
methods to synthesize the existing theoretical
views on the investigated issue. To get an in-
depth understanding of the phenomenon and
interpret general characteristics of moral
consciousness components descriptive methods
have been selected.

Main body. Moral consciousness is
believed to be a complex phenomenon. We tend
to agree with the idea expressed by G. H.
Frimannsson that it is next to impossible to give
an exact definition of concepts like morality and
set some boundaries for them. It is better to
describe them and give examples [4]. Content
analysis enabled us to prove that there is no
single opinion on how to define this
phenomenon. We have explored it in three
planes: psychological, social and cultural.
Psychology interprets it as an important part of
an individual’s psychological structure. In terms
of culture, we understand it as the awareness of
the needs for spiritual development reflected in
their habits, behavior, moral and religious
beliefs. In the social plane, it is understood as
being aware and responsive to the requirements
exposed to an individual belonging to some
social group, performing social roles and
interacting with the other individuals. As we
can see, all three areas are closely connected
with each other and cannot be studied
separately.

There is some argue among scholars about
the difference between morality and moral
consciousness. In our opinion, morality is a
wider notion meaning a system of moral
principles and  values  while  moral

consciousness is the process of receiving and
processing morality.

Moral consciousness as an element of
morality is considered to be a combination of
feelings, beliefs, norms, principles, evaluative
judgments, which express its spiritual side. It is
a form of reflection and spiritual development
of reality. It is based on interpersonal
relationships, social life and has an objective
character. The development of social life
determines the changes and development of
moral consciousness. Similarly to social
consciousness, moral consciousness requires
relative  freedom and independence of
development.

Moral consciousness 1s a complex
phenomenon of the individual’s spiritual
culture, which has its own levels, forms and
structure. It functions on rational-theoretical and
emotional-sensory levels, which are inseparable
and complement each other. In modern science,
there are various views on the nature, functions
and features of moral consciousness
manifestation. Thus, R.V. Pavelkiv considers
moral consciousness as a special construct of
the psyche that provides understanding and
acceptance of moral laws and organizing their
own behavior according to them. Moral
consciousness, according to the author, is a
cultural and psychological phenomenon, which
is an important component of social and
individual life. It is one of the components of
human consciousness, which reflects the degree
of assimilation of social morality, assimilation,
interpretation, and  sometimes  human
development of moral principles [8, c. 40].
Another understanding of moral consciousness
is offered by O. Bondarevska. In particular, she
emphasizes that the moral consciousness of the
individual is a process of reflection by
individual consciousness of the moral aspect of
social events and acts of behavior, as a result of
which their moral evaluation is carried out. The
researcher also identifies the components of
moral consciousness. They are:

e normative, which include moral
knowledge, moral concepts, principles, ideas
that express society’s requirements for human
behavior and have become the property of the
individual,;

e cvaluation, which include evaluation
and self-evaluation, conscious evaluation
criteria, which are used by the individual in
practice;

e regulatory, which include feelings,
attitudes, beliefs and other components of
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consciousness that influence the behavior of the
individual [11].

Depending on the bearer, moral
consciousness is divided into social and
individual. Society is considered to be the
bearer of social moral consciousness. It is based
on the experience of the past generations and
historical epochs. Social moral consciousness is
also structured on two levels. The basis for its
emotional level is made of moral feelings,
moral judgments and appropriate evaluative
ideas. This level of consciousness and its
components are quite contradictory, vague and
related to the immediate needs of an individual
and are more specific, combined with the
interests of social groups, communities,
pragmatic and utilitarian in nature. Rational-
theoretical level of social moral consciousness
has a clear, consistent, rational and systemic
nature. Its nature can be characterized as a
moral philosophy or ethics. Moral feelings and
beliefs are realized in moral activity and moral
relations. Moral consciousness is characterized
by universality, the ability to make everything
the object of its judgment and evaluation from
the standpoint of the abstract principles of true
humanity.

Social moral consciousness is a holistic
phenomenon where the theoretical level is
reflected in the system of concepts. The
concepts of moral consciousness play an
important role in the spiritual and practical
development of the world.

Individual moral consciousness in the
unity of sensory, rational and volitional
components is formed in the interaction with
social moral consciousness in everyday life.
Moral consciousness is a mental expression of
moral normativeness and moral evaluation in
the form of some general ideas and specific
concepts, as well as the application of these
normative-evaluation ideas and concepts to
various situations in the form of specific
considerations. General moral 1ideas and
concepts (good and evil, a sense of duty and
honor, a sense of dignity and conscience, etc.)
form the core of moral consciousness. They
allow us to consider the human activities from
various aspects of moral perception and
different morality. Moral consciousness is also
the most effective in terms of spiritual
contribution to the inner world of the
individual, his/her values. The psychological
components of the latter are cognitive and
emotional value. Moral reflection represents the
first component. Moral self-esteem and self-
control, self-regulation, the content of which is

to perform the functions of coordination,
regulation, management, control at the level of
the behavioral component of the structure of
moral consciousness belong to the second one.

Moral consciousness consists of several
tiers:

e theoretical moral consciousness, which
includes theories of morality that justify the
need for certain behavior, reveal the essence
and content of ethical categories, formulate
moral ideals and goals;

e cveryday moral consciousness (a system
of elementary norms of morality, which has
absorbed formed over the centuries and
millennia the basic rules of human life);

e psychological moral consciousness that
has absorbed the simple norms of morality,
existing in the thoughts, feelings, values, rooted

in the people;

e at the highest level of moral
consciousness is moral ideology, which is
theoretically  grounded, practical  moral

consciousness, theoretical conclusions of ethics,
recognized as correct and necessary, which
people use when they are adopted.

Moral philosophy elaborates the clearest,
most comprehensive concepts of moral
consciousness (ethics, which reveals the highest
professional level of theoretical moral
consciousness). The most complex and
essential of them, reflecting the key areas of
moral life, receive the status of a category such
as good and evil, sense of life and happiness,
duty and conscience, moral choice and
responsibility, love, etc.). The formation and
meaningful originality of most concepts and
categories of ethics are reflected in the history
of ethical thought. The complication of moral
life, the development of spiritual culture, the
formulation and elaboration of theoretical
problems of morality, in particular, have led to
the fact that the categorical apparatus of ethics,
the concept of moral consciousness became
more meaningful.

It is commonly accepted that morality
serves as a regulator of human behavior. It
evaluates the individual’s actions, the actions of
social actors. So moral evaluation takes an
important place in the structure of moral
consciousness, which is an idea of the moral
values of actions, their compliance with the
accepted ones. Moral evaluation uses the notion
of good and evil, just and unjust, honest and
dishonest. It is expressed in the approval or
condemnation of appropriate behavior, actions
of the individual, the actions of social
institutions and social actors.
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One of the main elements of morality as a
kind of regulator of human behavior is
communication. As an invariable component of
the personal structure, communication is a
universal means of humanizing the person
himself. It requires the individual’s ability to
navigate in various, often contradictory
situations, to find moral solutions to problems.
According to O. Klepikov, all this, requires a
conscious choice of individual behavior, which
encourages the development of creative thinking,
awareness of goals, objectives, motives, not only
the actions themselves, but also their
consequences [6, c.7]. Morality in the context of
communication is the same dimension that
determines a person’s behavior, his/her attitude
to the interlocutor, covers the inner need of the
individual to perform moral actions and deeds.
Moral relationships, as an integral part of
interpersonal relationships, play a leading role in
shaping a new individual, and as an aspect, they
are present in all human relationships. Moral
relations are a set of special types of connections
and dependencies that are restored as a result of
relationships with other people, with the society.
In the real process of communication,
interpersonal  relationships reflect morality
directly, which cannot exist outside of these
relationships.  The  very  process  of
communication, according to G. Simmel, forms
an ideal world in which the joy of each is

Moral Consciousness

directly related to the joy of others, and no one
can satisfy their desire by dissatisfying others
[5].

Gradually, in the process of moral
development within the moral consciousness,
ideas about the moral qualities of the individual,
his/her virtues are developed, which enable
living in accordance with the requirements of
morality. Value ideas of moral consciousness of
good and evil, righteous and sinful are clarified
in the moral qualities of the individual. Their
content reflects the requirements to an
individual as a subject of moral relations.

In addition, the concept of moral ideal is
gradually formed as a hypothetical image of
morally perfect society and man, as the ultimate
goal to which moral development is directed.
The moral ideal of the individuals appears in
the moral consciousness as a critical rejection of
imperfect reality and its spiritual transformation
for their own development and improvement.
Ideas about the social moral ideal have always
reflected the imperfection of real life and hope
for a better future, a perfect life (literary and
artistic  pursuits of the future, socio-

philosophical utopias).

Researchers distinguish among various
components of moral consciousness. In our
research we outline four main ones (see Fig.
1.1):

Moral norms

Moral
principles

Moral
responsibility

Moral
motives

Fig.1.1 The main components of moral consciousness

Let us consider each component. Moral
norms are elementary forms of morality of the
individual; a certain pattern of behavior that
reflects the established needs of human
coexistence and relationships and is mandatory.
These norms can be general (fundamental) and
situational (external culture of behavior and
rules of etiquette). The main features of moral
norms include: imperative (mandatory); ability
to universalize (a separate rule can be summed
up as universal); hierarchical nature [1, 11].

Moral principles (the principle of justice,
diligence,  humanism, patriotism,  etc.)

characterize the integral line of human behavior
and are components of moral -character.
Principles give a person moral rationality and
predictability of his behavior. They are not
strictly obligatory.

A person can be aware of moral norms and
have moral principles, but, at the same time, can
do nothing for their practical implementation.
This requires motives, the individual’s interest
in a particular action, and the answer to the
question “why” actually, he did it. The moral
value of an action does not always correspond
to the moral value of the motive underlying it.
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Moral responsibility as a component of
moral consciousness is understood as
determining the conformity of behavior,
actions, results of human action to the content
of moral norms, his duty, taking into account
the objective circumstances and the possibility
of their implementation. Responsibility means
that a person assumes responsibilities and is
ready to perform them freely to the best of
ability, as well as to be accountable to the
society, community, other people and to
himself/herself for moral views, values,
guidelines, for the correct understanding of

Conclusions. Moral consciousness is a
multi-faceted formation reflected n
psychological, social and cultural planes. It is
an integral part of an individual’s development.
It i1s briefly defined as the individual’s
awareness of morality. It has its tiers, features,
structure and peculiarities. The structure falls
into the categories of cognitive, value,
emotional and behavioral aspects of an
individual. Further research can be carried out
in terms of practical assessment of the impact of
various factors on the development of the
individual’s moral consciousness.

obligations, for the content of the actions.
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. Pesrome
JImumpenxo M. H. ooxmop dunocodckux nayvk, npodeccon,
Yepxacckuii uncmumym nostcaprou bezonacnocmu umenu I epoes
Yeprobwiia Hayuonanvroeo ynugepcumema pasicoanckol 00opovl
Kpviumans H. A. xanouoam ncuxonocuieckux Hayx, npogheccop,
Yepracckuii uncmumym noscaphoti bezonachocmu umenu I epoes Yeprobolis
T'onosuenxo C. H. xanoudam skoHoMuueckux Hayk, Yepracckuii incmumym
nooicapHotl besonactocmu umenu I epoeg Yepnobwviia Hayuonaivrnozo
VHUBEPCUMEMA 2PAIHCOAHCKOU 0O0POHbBI
CYNIHOCTb 1 OCOBEHHOCTH MOPAJIBHOI'O CO3HAHUS KAK
TIICUXOJIOTMYECKOM, COIIMAJIBHOM 1 KYJIbTYPHON ®OPMALINHA
Cmambsi nocéswena uUccied08anHud CYWHOCMU U  0CODEHHOCMell MOPATbHO2O0 CO3HAHUS  KAK
NCUXONIOSUYECKOU, COYUATLHOU U KYIbMYPHOU opmayuu. A6mopvl Xapakmepuzyiom uzydaemoe sigleHue 6
COOMBEMCMEUY C PA3TUYHBIMU (DAKMOPAMU. HOCUMETEM, NCUXOTOSUYECKUMU KOMNOHEHMAMU, VPOGHIMU
cpopmuposannocmu.  Oceeujervl  NOHAMUSL  HPABCMBEHHBIX ~ OMHOUWICHUL, MOPATbHLIX — Kavecms U
Hpagcmeennozo udeand. Illpedcmagneno kpamroe ONUCAHUE OCHOBHBIX OOWENPUHSINBIX COCMABTSIOUUX
MOPATLHO20 CO3HAHUSL.
Kniouesvle cnosa: mopanvHoe CO3HAHUE,  HPABCMBEHHOCMb,  NCUXONOSUYECKAS, — COYUATbHAA,
KYIbIMYPHASL (DOPMAYUS, TUYHOCHb, HPABCNGEHHbIE YEHHOCU

Pesrome
JImumpenxo M. H. ooxmop ghinocoghcokux Hayk, npogheccop,
npogecop xaghedpu ncuxonoeii OisIbHOCHI 8 0COOIUBUX YMOBAX,
Yepkacovkuil incmumym noxcexchoi oesnexu imeri I epoie Yoprobunsa
Hayionanvhoeo ynisepcumemy yusinbHo2o 3axucmy Yxpainu
Kpuwimans M. A. xanouoam ncuxonociuiux Hayx, npogecop,
Yepracvkuil incmumym nooicedxichol oesnexu imeni I'epoie Yoprobuis
Hayionanvhozo ynisepcumemy yuginioHo2o 3axucmy Ykpainu
Tonosuenxo C. I. kanouoam exoHOMIUHUX HAYK, CIMAPUWULL BUKTAOAY
Kagpedpu ncuxonoeii JisibHOCHI 8 0COOIUBUX YMOBAX,
Yepkacvkuil incmumym noxcexchoi oesnexu imeri I epoie Yoprobunsa
Hayionanbrozo ynisepcumenty yusinbhoz2o saxucnmy Yxpainu
CYTb 1 OCOBJIMBOCTI MOPA.JIBHOI CBIIOMOCTI fK HCI/IXOJIOFI‘IHOI
COLIAJIBHOI I KYJIbTYPHOI ®OPMAIII
Cmammsa npuceauena OOCNiONCEHHIO CYMHOCMI [ XApaKmepucmux MOPAibHOL Cc8I00MOCHI K
nCuxon02iuHol, coyianvhol ma Kyabmyproi goopmayii. Tpancgopmayis yinnocmetl, CHpUMUHEHA 2100ATbHUMU
3MiHAMU Y 6CIX cghepax TOOCbKOI OIAbHOCMI CIY2Ye BACOMUM YUHHUKOM, WO HNOSCHIOE AKMYAIbHICMb
npobremu. Y 00CnioxceHi 8uUKOpUcmari SIKICHi memoou 0 300py Oanux. s inmepnpemayii noHsim,
NOGSI3aHUX 13 MOPATILHOIW CEIOOMICIIO, 3ACMOCOBAHO MeMamuyHull i Koumenm auanis. s enubuio2o
PO3YMIHHSL A6UWa Ma iHmMepnpemayii 3a2anbHUX Xapakmepucmux KOMHOHEHMI8 MOPAIbHOI C8i00MOCMi
00pani onucogi memoou. Aemopu xapaxmepu3zyions 00CIONCY8aHe AGUUE 3d PISHUMU YUHHUKAMU: HOCIEM,
NCUXONOSTUHUMU KOMNOHEHMAMU, pieHamMU copmosarocmi. Buceimueno nowsamms MOpambHUX 6i0HOCUH,
MOPANbHUX sSIKOCMeU [ MOpanbHo2o ideany. 30MCHEHO CMUCTULL ONUC OCHOBHUX 3A2ATbHONPUUHAIMUX
CKIA008UX MOPATLHOL c8I0oMOCHI. A8mopu 00X00smb GUCHOBKY NpO Me, Wo MOpanbHa cgidomicmb €
bazamozpannoro opmayiero, siKe BI0MEOPIOEMbCS Y NOEOHAHMT NCUXONOLIYHOL, COYIATbHOL ma KYIbMypHOT
naowun. Lle nesio ’emna yacmuna pozeumxy ocoducmocmi. [Josedeno, wo 0ocniodcyeane aguue Mae ceoi
pisHi, xapaxmephi ocobausocmi ma cmpykmypy. OcmanHs NOOAEMbCS 34 KOSHIMUBHUM, YIHHICHUM,
EMOYIIHUM A NOBEOITHKOBUM ACNEeKMAaMU 0COOUCTNOCHIL.
Knrouosi cnoea: mopanvha ceidomicmv;, MOPAIbHICMb, NCUXONOZIUHA, COYIANbHA, KYIbIMYPHA
opmayis;, ocobucmicmvb,; MOPANLHI YIHHOCH
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